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ABSTRACT. In this paper, the semantic map method is adopted to investigate the
diachronic evolution of the Chinese verbs with the meaning of “connect”. Firstly, the
conceptual space of the verbs “Lian( £ )” and “Jie( # ) is constructed according to
early modern Chinese dialects. Then, the diachronic semantic map is built with the
knowledge of historical corpus. Furthermore, the semantic evolution of the verbs
“Lian( 1% )” and “Jie( #% )’ is analyzed, and the internal motivation for the
grammaticalization of this semantic field “connect” is further explored.
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1. Foreword. In the history of Chinese language, there are six verbs with the meaing of
“connect”, which are “Lian( J&)”, “Jie($£)”, “Lian( ik )”, “Shun( g )”, “Zhui( %% )” and
“Dai(#7)”, but only “Lian(i%)” and “Jie(3%)” are still used in modern Chinese. Though the
two verbs are originated in different historical periods, they are still active in modern
Mandarin Chinese and dialects. Considering the inheritance and common usage of the
vocabulary, in this paper, “Lian(i%)” and “Jie(#%)” are chosen to investigate the diachronic
evolution of the Chinese verbs with the meaning of “connect”.

2. Conceptual Space of “Lian(G¥)” and “Jie(¥£)”.

2.1. Conceptual Space of “Lian( & )”. In the sixth edition of modern Chinese dictionary,
the main entries of the word “Lian( j& ) are as follows: 1) verb, to connect; 2) adverb,
consecutively; 3) preposition, including; 4) emphasis preposition, used as an intensive to
stress an extreme condition or instance. Jin and Wu [1] point out that, in Chinese dialects
the word “Lian(j%)” not only has the same entries as in Mandarin Chinese, such as connect,
including and emphasis, but also has many different ones. These entries in Chinese dialects
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are given as follows: connect verb, including preposition, emphasis preposition, comitative
preposition, equative comparison preposition, human direction preposition, human source
preposition, locative source preposition, via preposition, locative endpoint preposition,
instrumental preposition, time source preposition, disposal preposition, and coordinating
conjunction.

Based on the existing research results and the dialect survey materials, in this paper, the
16 function entries of “Lian( j% )’ are selected as follows: connect, consecutively, range,
including, comitative, emphasis, equative comparison, human direction, human source,
locative source, via, locative endpoint, instrumental, time source, disposal and coordinating.
The semantic function of each entry with example sentences is explained as follows.

A. Verb, to connect or link. (1)iX WA TG EAE K .

B. Adverb, consecutively. Represent the state of the durability for action. (2) F % =K
PT.

C. Range adverb. Represent the whole extent of the durability for action. (3) & 5.

D. Including preposition. To take in and not exclude. (4) AR .

E. Comitative preposition. Followed by another participant of the action. (5) /R 1%E& 1.
95— 1. (Shanxi Xi’an dialect)

F. Emphasis preposmon Followed by the object that the action emphasizes. (6) /R/E 4 &
A ATATH?

G. Equative comparison preposition. Followed by the comparative objects, and the
predicate of the sentence means “different” or “the same”. (7) iX 4~ i% JLA —FE,
(Shanxi Fufeng dialect)

H. Human direction preposition. Followed by the human object that the action points to. (8)
PRIERIG UL S . (Ningxia Tongxin dialect)

[. Human source preposition. Followed by the human object that is the source of the
action. (9) MRIE/RILEF:, (Ningxia Zhongweishapotou dialect)

J. Locative source preposition. Followed by the locative source of the action. (10) 4/ %[

K. Via preposition. Followed by the route or place that the action passes through. (11) /R
ERELY, Ei#JELE. (Gansu Bailongjiangliuyu dialect)

L. Locative endpoint preposition. Followed by the endpoint or destination of the action.
(12) FA1ER B iUiIEZ . (Gansu Bailongjiangliuyu dialect)

M. Instrumental preposition. Followed by the tools of the action. (13) /RIEHEE, FEiE
K2 S, (Gansu Bailongjiangliuyu dialect)

N. Time source preposition. Followed by the starting time of the action. (14) & H L
B )L >J e, (Gansu Lintan dialect)

0. Disposal preposition. Followed by the object that the action deals with. (15) 7% %K H
3. (Jiangsu Xuzhou dialect)

P. Coordinating conjunction. Represent the equal rank. (16) & & /R #5 2 J& 2 1 .
(Ningxia Yinchuan dialect)
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Based on the above definitions, the semantic functions of “Lian(j%)” in 29 Chinese dialects

are listed in Table 1.

TABLE 1. THE SEMANTIC FUNCTIONS OF “LIAN(Z)” IN CHINESE DIALECTS

semantic function

ve conj
b adverb preposition unct
ion
co |ra |[co |[in [co |eq |hu [hu |lo |lo |t vi | e in | di | coor
) nn [ng |[ns |[cl |[mi|va |m |m |[ca|cat|m |a m | str | sp | dina
dialect ec | e ec |ud |tat | tiv |an | an | tiv | iv | e ph [ u os | ting source
t uti | in | iv | e dir | so | e e S0 asi | m | al
ve | g e co |ec |ur | so | en |ur s en
ly m |tio|ce [ur | dp | ce tal
pa | n ce | ol
1is nt
on
Standard . .
Mandarin + + | + + Modern Chinese Dictionary
Anhui Jixi + + + Zhao Rixin 2004:225
Jiangxi Xiong Zhenghui
Nanchang + + + 1995:178-179
ﬁhejlaﬂg + + + Bao Shijie 1998:143
angzhou
g“angd"“g + + + Zhan and Chen 1997:173
ongguan
Shandong + + + |+ Jin and Wu 2016
Zaozhuang
Hubei Investigated by author
Xiaogan + + +
Hebei Investigated by author
Baoding + T +
Eenan + + |+ + Liu Zhaoxin 2018.5
nyang
Huinan + + |+ Wau Ying 2017
Qiyang
Huinan .
Changsha + + + Investigated by author
Huinan + [+ |+ |+ + Sun Yelin 2004
Shaodong
Huinan Linwu + Investigated by author
Jiangsu + + Investigated by author
Xuzhou
Shanxi Investigated by author
Yan’an + + + + +
Shanxi Xi’an + + |+ |+ | + + + Wang Junhu 1996:225
Shanxi Fufeng | + + |+ |+ |+ + + Wu Xiaozhi 2005:289
Shanxi Wu Yunxia
Wanron + + |+ |+ |+ + + 2009:135-136,Wu and Zhao
g 1997:294-295
Xiniian Zhou Lei 1995:262 - 128;
J1ang + + |+ |+ |+ + + 1994,Xu and Miyata
Wulumugi 1999:2599
Ningxia Zhang
Tongxin + S L L e e + | Ansheng2006:309 - 342
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semantic function
ve conj
b adverb preposition unct
ion
co |ra |[co |[in [co |eq |hu [hu |lo |lo |t vi | e in | di | coor
) nn [ng |[ns [cl |mi|uva|m |[m |[ca|cat|m |a m | str | sp | dina
dialect ec | e ec |ud |tat | tiv | an | an | tiv | iv | e ph [ u os | ting source
t uti [ in | iv | e dir | so | e e S0 asi | m | al
ve | g e co | e |ur |so |en |ur s en
ly m |tio|ce [ur | dp | ce tal
pa | n ce | ol
1is nt
on
Ningxia li and Zhang
Yingchuan | T ottt + | 1996:24781995
Gansu Sun and Liu
Jiuquan + S L e + *t 1 2013:85 - 303 - 305
Gansu + + + |+ + Jin and Wu 2016
Jingyuan
Gansu Lintan | + + [+ |+ |+ |+ + + Jin and Wu 2016
Gansu. + + + |+ + + Jin and Wu 2016
Huanxian
Gansu + R + |+ |+ + | Jinand Wu 2016
Lanzhou
Gansu + + |+ |+ [+ |+ |+ |+ + |+ [+ |+ + | Jinand Wu 2016
Tongwei
Bailongjiang
Watershed in + + |+ |+ |+ |+ |+ |+ |+ |+ |+ |+ |+ + Mo Chao 2004:39&120-124
Gansu

Considering the complicated and the large amount of semantic functions of “Lian(j%)” in

Table 1, we try to build the connection of each functional node according to the actual
usage in dialects, the grammatical mechanism and the semantic evolution. The conceptual
space of “Lian(i%£)” is built from simplicity to complexity, as shown in Figure 1.

equative comparison

time source  locative endpoint human source
range -~ _
comitative ———— coordinating
via —— locative source
instrumental ————— connect ————— including ———  empbhasis
consecutively pretransitive

FIGURE 1. THE CONCEPTUAL SPACE OF “LIAN(i%)”
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2.2. Conceptual Space of “Jie(#)”. In the sixth edition of modern Chinese dictionary, the
entries of the word “Jie(#%)” are as follows: 1) verb, to move close to; 2) verb, to connect; 3)
verb, to hold or support the weight of; 4) verb, to receive; 5) verb, to meet or welcome; 6)
verb, to replace or take the place of. There are less research work about “Jie( # )”in
academic area, and all these work talk about the diachronic evolution of “Jie( #% )” with the
meaning of “meet”. Without more item entries from the research work, the eight function
entries of “Jie( #% )” are selected according to the dictionary and dialect survey materials,
which are explained as follows.

A. verb, to connect. (17) #1321 L P54 —ite .

B. verb, to hold. (18) /NEEEHRIZAT M S B35 T RAIM T

C. verb, to receive. (19) 2| K15,

D. verb, to meet. (20) /821 03— T b,

E. verb, to replace. (21) i) LYERSA AN,

F. adverb, consecutively. (22) %W H N &4 ERK,

G. Locative source preposition. (23) %X JLEGE

H. Via preposition. (24) FEMK T ERL.

Based on the above function definitions, the semantic functions of “Jie( % )”in 11
Chinese dialects are listed in Table 2.

TABLE 2. THE SEMANTIC FUNCTIONS OF “JIE(3%)” IN CHINESE DIALECTS

semantic function

dialect verb adverb preposition source
connect | receive | meet replace | hold consecutively | locative | via
source

Standard + Modern Chinese
Mandarin + + + + + Dictionary
Beijing + + + + + + + | Investigated by author
Shanxi Investigated by author
Yan’an + + + + +
Shanxi Investigated by author
Xi’an + + + + +
Heibei Investigated by author
Baoding + + + + +
Huinan Investigated by author
Linwu + + + +
Jangsu Investigated by author
Xuzhou + + +
Shandong Investigated by author
Rongcheng + + +

Modern Chinese
Anhui Jixi + + + + + Dialect Dictionary
Guangxi Modern Chinese
Liuzhou + + Dialect Dictionary
Fujian + Modern Chinese
Wenzhou + + + Dialect Dictionary

39




The semantic functions of “Jie($%)” are less than those of “Lian(j#)”, and most of them
are used as verbs. The conceptual space of “Lian( j% ) is built according to Table 2, which
is shown in Figure 2.

via
hold locative source
\ /
receive —— connect meet
/ \
replace consecutively

FIGURE 2. THE CONCEPTUAL SPACE OF “JIE({%)”

2.3. Conceptual Space of “Lian(7£)” and “Jie()”. Based on the above discussion, the
separate conceptual spaces of “Lian(j%)” and “Jie(#%)” have been built. In this paper, the

two conceptual spaces are integrated with the common meaning of “connect”, and the
integrated conceptual space with the core meaning “connect” is shown in Figure 3.

human direction ——————— human source
locative endpoint  equative comparison
time source \
range e
. comitative coordinating
via — locative source
instrumental \\
hold connect — including ———  emphasis
I

receive \

pretransitive

replace — consecutively

FIGURE 3. THE CONCEPTUAL SPACE OF “LIAN(ZE)” AND “JIE(%)”
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3. Semantic Map of “Lian(7£)” and “Jie(#£)”. In this section, the sematic functions of
“Lian(i%)” and “Jie(#%)” will be investigated from a diachronic viewpoint.

3.1. “Lian(GE)” and “Jie(#)” in Ancient Chinese.

31L  “Lian(G#E)”. In (P30 i) , “i%, 4 th”. Duan Yucai notes that “i%, Bl iy 02
1, . So the original meaning of “Lian( 7% ) is a vehicle drawn by man. In the period of
ancient Chinese, the meaning of “connect” is first extended and is also the core meaning.
The examples of “Lian( % )” with the meaning of “connect” in Pre-Qin Period are givenas
follows.

(25) PP DIERGAZERR ML, ( (ZifhFER) )

26) ENFE, BNZ, WMEERL, BLUE, (GLic-hrl B%—) )

In ancient Chinese, more meanings of “Lian( % )” have been further extended based onthe
meaning of “connect”, such as, “consecutively”, “suture: to unite, close or secure with
sutures”, “entangle: to involve in a troublesome situation” and “unite: to put together to
form a single unit”. The examples are given as follows.

(27) RMZEMMNZ, EHETEILZ T, ( (JEFiEE) ) (consecutively)

(28) HiAF, I, M, B, AAhES, Jig, Bk (GlidemEs
—.) )(consecutively)

(29) BUAHA, ELANEE, WIDMER, NUNERL: RESZIEHFL (Tl )(“suture™)
(30) iEfEAE, FHEHH, HRIE. (LIS HIME-EiLE) ) (suture)

(1) WA R, ... AR, SRR, ((RIEZE) ) (unite)

In this period, “Lian( % )” with the meaning of “consecutively” usually has the sentence
pattern of “NP1+V1(Lian)+V2”, and is the adverbial modifier of the syntactic component.
There are five examples in this period, and two of those are as follows.

(32) izl e Rz, SHEA, ERZ, ((ET59% L))

(33) BILHM, HEHOREET. ( (CRiAZL-TNARL) )

Liu [2] points out that, “Lian(j%)” in the pattern of “NP1+V1(Lian)+V2” can be considered
as verbs and also as adverbs. This kind of pattern makes the original verb semantics of
“Lian( 7% )” gradually grammaticalize, and finally the syntactic component of “Lian( % )”
has changed from a predicate to an adverbial modifier of the verb. Besides, “Lian( % )” is
also the noun in the sentence, which represents marriage and kinship, the name of the
administrative division and so on. These noun semantics are not in the scope of this paper,
so they will not be discussed again.

3120 “Jie(#8)”. In (ULSCFH#Y , “BE, . Duan Yucai notes that “ZZ, %23,
AR, 5] H ok U Z FR7. So the original meaning of “Jie(#)” is “intersect”. In the
period of ancient Chinese, the examples of “Jie(%)” are given as follows.

(34) ArzaEark. ((Flic-Fi) )

(35) PIEELRELr, HA M. ((EERE))

According to literature statistics, there are many extended meanings of “Jie( # ), such as,

“consecutively”, “reception, coping”, “meet”, “connect”, “receive” and so on. The original
meaning is used the most, and the meanings of “consecutively” and “connect” are used
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almost the same. For example,

(36) #hi. B TILBEIEIMAL T2, AR, ( (MEKZE) ) (consecutively)
(37) HAztPAiE, HEEWPARL, Wil T2, ((&HTHEMFT) ) (reception)
(38) HZ GRS, BIERZEWR, (CRICIUE-5KIIIL) ) (meet)

(39) HHEAMER, BEE T, AR, (CHBHTE - PUBRE =173) ) (consecutively)
(40) REE. RIS ORI, KRR KA, ToEiiiEER, (B REK-FELHE =) )(meet)
Just like “Lian( 7% )”, the meaning “consecutively” of “Jie(§% )” is first extended with the
pattern of “NP1+V1(Jie)+V2”. Due to the semantic relation and the “V1V2” syntactic
structure, “Jie(#%)” has changed from a predicate to an adverbial modifier of the verb “V2”.
The adverb “Jie(1%)” is used as follows:

(@41 EME L. R, WK, (Glic-grmst) )

313. Summary. In ancient Chinese, “Lian( # )” is the dominant word that represents
“connect”, however, “Jie( ¥ )” is increasingly used. In addition, there are one case of
“Lianjie(J£4%)” and one case of “Jielian(%1%)” in this period. In our opinion, “Lianjie(j%
$2)” is treated as two words “Lian(i%)” and “Jie(3%)”, and “Jielian(%%)” is also the same.
(42) K¥g, =+ H, DAFRZEIER, (((ONERHEN) )

43) HHBEZE, EEERr, HSEHER. ((RgRAETHE_T))

Base on these analysis, the semantic map of “Lian( % )” and “Jie( #% )” in the period of
ancient Chinese is drawn as follows:

human direction ————— human source
locative endpoint  equative comparlson
time source
range

. comitative coordinating
via —— locative source
instrumental \\
hold including ————  emphasis

Wit cu el

—

consecutively

receive .
pretransitive

Lian(iE)
Jie(#%)

replace
P meet

FIGURE 4. THE SEMANTIC MAP OF “LIAN(GE)” AND “JIE({%)” IN ANCIENT CHINESE

42



3.2. “Lian(7£)” and “Jie(#)” in Middle Chinese.

321, “Lian(G£)”. In the period of middle Chinese, the semantic function of “Lian(i%)” has
changed a lot. The main meaning of “Lian( J%& )” is still “connect”, yet the adverb use with
the meaning of “consecutively” is more frequently used. For example,

(44) RIBEHrmEL, Arlgd; mBENmAFZ, Tiamd, ( QAT NR S
—Y ) (connect)

(45) Am¥er, EENN, B2, (GFREARENFHEEI =) ) (consecutively)
Just as the adverb grammaticalization of “Lian( j% )” in ancient Chinese, in this period the
verb meaning ‘“connect” of “Lian( & )” has been extended in the pattern of
“NP1+V1(Lian)+V2+0O”. Due to the dual influence of semantics and syntactic structure,
the verb “Lian( 7% )” in the sentence is gradually grammaticalized as the prepositions
“including”. In this period, there are two cases of “Lian( % )” with the meaning of
“including”, such as,

(46) SRR, A FRIEMRRZ, 322, JiMBHZ. ( (IR B

%5 —) ) (including)
(47) FEMWT. ( (FLEH ) ) (including)

322, “Jie( # ). In the period of middle Chinese, the usage of the original “intersect”
meaning of “Jie( % )” has rapidly reduced due to the change of the document content. The
original meaning is mostly used in historical books to describe wares and confrontation of
two armies, however, in middle Chinese most of the document are Buddhist sutras,
agricultural books, novels, etc. The main meanings of “Jie( #% )’ are verb “connect” and
adverb “consecutively”. For example,

(48) (HAUK B3R, RS, EaKEENM. ( (BIRKIR 2 /\) ) (connect)
(49) KapR TREE AT, WERSESYL L, JURIBER. ((BUERE2EIUE) )

(consecutively)

323, Summary. In the period of middle Chinese, the dominant word with the meaning of
“connect” is still “Lian( % )”, and the preposition use has been derived. With the usage
reduction of the original meaning of “Jie( #% )”, the dominant meanings become verb
“connect” and adverb “consecutively”, and the semantics are relatively stable. In this period,
there are no use cases of “Lianjie(i£%)” or “Jielian(#% %)”. Based on the above analysis,
the semantic map of “Lian(i%)” and “Jie(3%)” is drawn as follows,
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human direction ———— human source
locative endpoint  equative comparison

time source \

range o o
. comitative ——— coordinating
via —— locative source

instrumental \\

——

emphasis

hold connect including
receive -
pretransitive
Lian(i%)
replace lie(H)

meet consecutively

FIGURE 5. THE SEMANTIC MAP OF “LIAN(GE)” AND “JIE({%)” IN MIDDLE CHINESE

3.3. “Lian(7£)” and “Jie(#)” in Early Modern Chinese.

331.  “Lian( # )”. In the period of early modern Chinese, the semantic function of
“Lian( £ )” has changed a lot. From the statistical results of use cases, Tang and Song
Dynasty and Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasty of this period are separately discussed.

In Tang and Song Dynasty, the main meanings of “Lian( & )” are verb “connect” and
adverb “consecutively”. For example,

(50) Wilz:  “HARE, WEEEE, HEL. 7 (GBS ) ) (connect)
(1) AR A, EMGRALT . ( CEURAESCHRT A5 ML) ) (consecutively)
There is no preposition use of “Lian( i )” in the literature of Tang Dynasty. In Song
Dynasty, “Lian( i )” appears not only as including preposition, but also as emphasis
preposition. For example,

(52) 4B HIRE], AR e iz, O, k. ( Iorae
AU L5 ) ) (including)

(53) MICRUEIE, HEEARERF. ( CRIRKIMSC=ResKEPRIT) ) (emphasis)
In the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasty, “Lian(3%)” is used more as including preposition and
emphasis preposition. For example,

(54) EEZILEM T —NFTRILDE, FEIAE T, TR0 ILIEHmELL 1R
B, ( OCTIEZRRI=A+FheBERBEL R A6 2) ) (including)

(55) SATHEMEAE ER, EFIWHAW T, ( (PEHFC2E =1 U[E ) ) (emphasis)
Since Ming Dynasty, the use of “Lian(i%)” in emphasis sentence pattern has gradually
increased, and “Lian(i%)” is sometimes followed by the adverb “Ye(1)”, “Dou(#f)” or
“Hai(i£)”. By the mid-Qing Dynasty, the combination use of “Lian(i%)” and “Ye(l)”,
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“Dou(#R)”, “Hai(i4)” is a pervasive phenomenon. And, according to the literature, this
phenomenon has been used for a long time in this period, such as,

(56) BEXFREALAR, HETLEARE T, ( (LLBEREE=+Ull) )

(57) HZBI AL, SR =M, EROREAFE. ( (R ER =+
HEE) )

In addition, other preposition usages of “Lian(j4)” has been extended since Yuan and Ming
Dynasty, such as comitative preposition and time source preposition. For example,

(58) FeyEEAN, —RBCRIEE, HOifAR, ((OuPlzRRBI=1F2RERKEE) )
(comitative)

(59) FREOALIRERA 32, R AR b, SRR H . ( ORIFEE+T0ml) )
(time source)

332, “Jie(#)”. In the period of early modern Chinese, the main meaning of “Jie(3%)” is
“meet”, and the second one is “receive”. There are few cases of original meaning
“intersect”, and the verb meaning “connect” has more cases in this period than the ancient
and middle Period. For example,

(60) HLLi% | HAE, IZILap Aok L, (CTATLE Pl AL FEE L) ) (receive)
(61) RAIMT EH, ARFEFHEEALT . ( (MR =EEF5) ) (meet)

(62) XBIE TR, HERU: ... . (COKWFE25Y 4 [E] ) ) (consecutively)

(63) JeMie B, KSGiCfoME:, —F LB, (CKiFLsR/\tJull) ) (intersect)
333, Summary. In the period of early modern Chinese, there is no cases of “Lianjie( %
$2)”, but 24 cases of “Jielian(#%1%)”. In these cases, three cases mean “connect”, and other

21 cases mean “consecutively”. Based on the above analysis, the semantic map of
“Lian(i£)” and “Jie(#%)” is drawn as follows,

human direction ————— human source

locative endpoint /equative comparison

\

range L L
comitative ——— coordinating

via —— locative source

instrumental \\

hold connect including ————  emphasis
[

receive

\ pretransitive

consecutively

Lian(iE)
lie($%)

replace

FIGURE 6. THE SEMANTIC MAP OF “LIAN(JE)” AND “JIE(4%)” IN EARLY MODERN CHINESE
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According to the semantic map of “Lian( % )” in early modern Chinese, there is no
connection between time source node and other functional nodes, which violates semantic
map continuity criterion. When the conceptual space is first formed, the connection
between the locative source and time source function is built according to the actual usage
of dialects. However, from the specific cases of ancient Chinese, time source function of
“Lian(3%)” has only the case of “Lianye(3%£7%¢)”, and the word formation of “Lianye(i£%)”

should be a copy of the lexical pattern of “Lianri(i% H )” rather than a derivation of locative

source function as we have considered before. Therefore, the connection between locative
source and time source is removed, and the connection between time source and
consecutively function is added. The revised semantic map is shown in Figure 7.

human direction ———— human source

locative endpoint [ equative comparison

range o .
comitative —————  coordinating
via —— locative source

emphasis

Lian(iE) Jie(1%)

Ancient Chinese p— TRERNE
Middle Chinese.

Early Modern Chinese
FIGURE 7. THE REVISED SEMANTIC MAP OF “LIANGZE)” AND “JIE(}%)”

time source

4. Conclusions. The semantic field of verb meaning “connect” is relatively stable from
ancient Chinese to middle Chinese. In early modern Chinese, the semantic functions of
“Lian( % )” have increased steadily, and the “connect” semantic function of “Jie($%)” has
more cases than those of “Lian(j%)”. The semantic function of “Jie(3%)” is relatively stable
from ancient times to today, and there are only verbal and adverbial function. However,
“Lian( 7% )” can be used as a verb, adverb, preposition or conjunction, and there are nine
different preposition semantic functions.

To summarize, the dominant word with the meaning of “connect” is still “Lian( i )” in
early modern Chinese because of the following facts: 1) There are many verb semantic
functions of “Jie( #% )”, and most of them are “meet” and “receive”; 2) The main semantic
function of “Lian( j& ) is preposition. The detailed analysis is further given below. Ming
and Qing Dynasty is an important stage for the development of early modern Chinese
preposition. In this period, the semantic functions of most prepositions have increased, and
some semantic functions of the prepositions with many different functions have been
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replaced by new prepositions. From the view of language development, the clear division
of preposition functions coincides with the trend of increasingly more precise Chinese
semantics. From the view of language economic principle, the verb function and the
preposition function of “Lian(i%)” are easily distinguished, yet the different verb functions
of “Jie( % )” are not. From the view of modern Mandarin Chinese, the meaning of
“Lianjie(j#4%)” is “connect”. For example, the sentences “#— £ 7K FiE K and
“HO—FERY 7K S IEFE > have the same meaning, however, it cannot be said that “4f1—Ff
A 7K SR B2 K. The meaning of “Jielian(%J%)” is “consecutively”, such as “$% 3% H T
R

In this paper, the diachronic evolution of the Chinese verbs with the meaning of
“connect” is investigated based on the semantic map method. The contribution of the paper
can be concluded as follows: From the perspective of the grammaticalization process and
mechanism of “Lian( % )”, its change from a verb to a preposition is due to the change of
the sentence structure. When the verb is in the pattern of NP1 + V1 + NP2 + V2 + (O), the
verb V1 becomes the second primary verb rather than the main verb, and the semantic of
this verb is extended, which motivates the increase of its semantic function. The new
semantic functions of “Lian(i#)” such as comitative and including are derived, and the verb
function is gradually weakened and even completely grammaticalized.
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